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connected by thick rubber to glass stopcocks to which i-inch lead pipes are joined these pipes leading to three sets of 4, 4, and 5 furnaces respectively, so that the supply of gas can be delivered to a few or all the furnaces, as desired, the subdivision being made for safety in case of a leakage or for convenience it only a few furnaces are in use. All the generators are used whether the quantity of gold to be refined be large or small, the same quantity of acid being run into each. When the flow of chlorine through, the gold is stopped the acid in the generators is forced back through the overflow pipe by opening the ebonite tap. It is found necessary to have the main pipe in communication with another two-necked earthenware vessel containing such a quantity of water that when the pressure of gas exceeds the working pressure required, the end of a glass tube, passing to the bottom of the vessel and connected above the neck with an upright 4-inch lead pipe 10 feet high, becomes unsealed, and the gas escapes through the water in large bubbles, escaping into the air through a glass pipe, inclined at an angle at the top of the lead pipe. When sufficient gas has escaped to reduce the pressure to the working limit the pipe is sealed. • Thus the pipe acts automatically in keeping the pressure below- such an amount as would endanger the apparatus or cause joints to leak. It is found expedient to cover all the rubber junctions in the generating room with calico and then to paint them. Protected in this way they will last until stopped up by the action of the chlorine which fills them with a lemon-yellow incrustation, at the same time reducing their thickness. All junctions are secured with copper wire where practicable.
Refining Operations.—The guard pot, with the clay pot in it containing 2 or 3 ozs. of fused borax, is placed in the furnace, and is heated gradually until the bottom of the clay pot is dull red. The ingots (of which the larger are slipper-shaped) to be refined, amounting in all to 650 to 720 ozs. in weight, are then placed loosely in the pot, the furnace filled with fuel, and the dampers opened. As soon as the gold is melted, which generally happens in about one and a-half hours, the boraxing of the pots being also effected at the same time, the perforated lid is put on, and the pipe-stem, previously brought carefully to a red heat to prevent cracking or flaking, is pushed to the bottom of the pot. As the pipe is being inserted, the chlorine is gently turned on to avoid stoppage of the passage through the stem by the solidification of metal in it. The supply of chlorine is controlled by the glass stopcock over the furnace, and the amount is adjusted so that the whole of the gas is absorbed and no globules of metal can be thrown up. This can usually be ascertained by feeling the pulsations of the gas through the india-rubber connections as it escapes in bubbles out of the bottom of the pipe-stem. When the gold contains much silver or base metals, the absorption of the chlorine takes place rapidly but gently, very little motion of the contents of the crucible being apparent, but when the gold to be refined is of high assay and also in all cases towards the end of refining, the gas is admitted only in a small stream, and requires careful watching to prevent spirting. When base metals are present in large quantities (over 2 per cent.) dense characteristic fumes of the chlorides of these are given off, and the metal or metals present may^be generally identified by the fume or incrustation caused by the condensation of the base chlorides on the pipe or lid.
Gold containing 2 per cent, of silver and 0-5 per cent, of base metal is refined to about 995 fine in one and a-half hours, while that containing 3-5 per cent, of silver and 1-5 per cent, of base metals takes two hours. When larger percentages of silver or base metals are to be dealt with, the time taken isofaten,
